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TSIPPI FLEISCHER was born in Haifa, Israel, in 1946. In high school she concentrated on Arabic language and
literature while, at the same time, intensively pursuing piano and theory studies at the Rubin Conservatory of
Music in Haifa. She went on to study composition and conducting with Yitzhak Sadai, Noam Sheriff and Mendi
Rodan at the Rubin Academy of Music in Jerusalem. Throughout this period she continued her Oriental studies.
She obtained her M.A. in music education in 1975 from the University of New York. Today she is a lecturer at

the Tel Aviv University and at the State Training College for Music Teachers.

TSIPPI FLEISCHER deliberately writes Israeli music. As an individual well-rooted in the landscape of her country
and of the region, she gives expression to their special character in her music. Equally manifest in her composition
are universal intellectual and musical foundations.

Amongst her works: a symphonic poem A GIRL NAMED LIMONAD (1977; IMI); a song cycle GIRL-
BUTTERFLY-GIRL for soprano accompanied by oriental folk instruments, on texts by contemporary Lebanese and
Syrian poets (1977; IMI); RESUSCITATION, five miniatures for cello solo (1984; IMI); THE CLOCK WANTS
TO SLEEP for children's chorus (1981; IMP); LAMENTATION for soprano, women's chorus, two harps and
percussion (1985; PEER-Verlag); THE GOWN OF NIGHT, collage of voices of Bedouin children (1988; magnetic-
tape); several ballets and music for the theatre,

SCENES OF ISRAEL - SIX MADRIGALS (1981-1983)

The Six Madrigals were composed in memory of Uri Maimon, a childhood friend who was killed in the Yom-
Kippur War in 1973.

Each madrigal is dedicated to a different corner of Israel. The first - to the mountains of Edom - is of an exotic
nature; the second, to Tel Aviv, has a touch of both surrealism and the "angst" associated with civilization; the
third moves busily around the scenes of Jerusalem. The dramatic climax comes with the fourth madrigal, true

to the spirit of the great poet Uri-Zvi Grinberg; in contrast, the fifth conveys the tranquility of nature. The sixth
and final madrigal is in festive vein; here we have the splendour of the Kinneret associated with the familiar song
which was the inspiration for a grand chaconne.

The musical language is tonal/modal, but with a particular syntax in which a "new order” reigns in the hierarchy
of intervals: against the perfect consonants and their embellishments - the seconds - are pitted the triads which
break down the tonal solidarity of the perfect consonants.

This work is regularly performed by the Israel National Choir "Rinat" and is included in its repertoire. The six
madrigals were recorded during 1987-1989, conducted by Stanley Sperber. This digital recording appears on a
compact-disc "TSIPPI FLEISCHER - VOCAL MUSIC" released by the American company OPUS ONE

(cat. no. 158CD), and on a music- casselte,



ON TRANSCRIPTION OF HEBREW
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BLOOD AND TEARS" (The lineaments of my homeland)
- To the Mediterranean and the Dead Sea. WO

2I2Y0 DVNTIDN YV DNMWNN *2WNN 198171 1097 ,189471 1510 A9394) 228-29IN

Text: Uri-Zvi Grinberg 9TANNT /NI TONWIIRN IAVA NPYD IPTIND NPYLRI NP0 RIPY DUIPDISDPN
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About Madrigal No. 4

' 2 a3 im'ana
The poet's blood and tears mingle, and together they blend with the waters of the e

Mediterranean and the Dead sea. The salt stings his open, unhealing wounds of
suffering. Born on alien seil, the poet yeamns continuously to become one with
the landscape (the lineaments) of the Land of Israel. A heavy texture of eight
dodecaphonic vocal lines is used to illustrate the poet's words.

Tsippi Fleischer

Uri-Zvi Grinberg - born in 1894 and died in 1981 - was one of the important_
poets of Hebrew modernism. He was an expressionist who called for the creation
of an exclusive type of poetics for the Hebrew poetry of the Land of Israel in order
to differentiate it from the European traditions which he found inappropriate to the

history of the Semites and the lineaments of their homeland.
Prof. Ziva Ben-Porat
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MIMELAKH MEYMEKHA HEN MELAKH DAMI ’UDMA’AY

Li nidmé ki
Yadi mekhakd
betikdn nidbekhéy piyutdy:
Lelohdy, Setikén
moladeti hazét, hasal’it, hakholit.
Kematkuntd bakhsl ‘uvaséla
bagdy ’uvahar —

Matkdnet molédet hardakh Seli: bituydy.

’Eynéni ’omdn hatsimtsdm
ve’aldf mitdt Sdoém,
Lakhén lo ’ukhdl lekhayél
betokh klipdt ’egéz ktand
Ma’avayéy hadam hanigras.
Vehineni loméd-’et tordt haritmus miyam:
Bekhartikha mimorim, Y&m Tikhdn,
lemori ba3ird!
Mimélakh meymékha
hen mélakh dami ’udma’dy — —
Slakh ki nolddeti beta’dt
lo ’al khupékha
"Usfit ’Ever lo haytd sfdc imf
’éla sfdt dami,

Ve’anokhi nekhndkti 35dm baydmbus halo’éz — —

Me’atim hem ’adayin tofséy hamatkdnet
Hasal’it hakholit bahdr ’uva’émek,
Kedéy Setistakéf

be’eyneyhém, bedim’dm ’uvedamdm —
Va’ani mafria 1i3én

bezé ritmus-haydm-Sebikhtdv.

@ ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
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FROM THE SALT OF YOUR WATERS
IS THE SALT OF MY BLOOD AND MY TEARS
(THE LINEAMENTS OF MY HOMELAND)

It seems to me,

When designing the course of my poems,
that my hand pays homage:

To my God, who designed i
this rocky, sandy homeland of mine.

Like its lineaments in the sand, rock,

valley and mountain —

The lineaments of my spiritual homeland: my phrases.

I am no master of reduction

nor expert on the bed of Sodom,
Thus | cannot callibrate

within a small nutshell
The desires of the turbulent blood.
And | learn the laws of rhythm from the sea:
You were the one | chose, 0 Mediterranean Sea,

as my poetry teacher!
From the salt of your waters

is the salt of my blood and my tears — —
Forgive that, in error,

| was born not on your shores

And Hebrew was not my mother-tongue,

but the language of my blood,
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And | was sorely stifled there by the alien iambus —— —— Tyi7n D12R22 oy TRR 7A72M) 20311

There are few as yet who perceive the lineaments —

Rocky and sandy — of mountain and valley,

And have them reflected

in their eyes, in their tears and their blood —

And | disturb people’s sleep
with this rhythm-of-the-sea-in-words.
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Uri-Zvi Grinberg, 1928/9. In: M. Megged (ed.), "Lyrical Poems 1900-1970" (in Hebrew), Ramat-Gan,

Massada, 1970.
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